The Life and Adventures of Santa Claus

By

L. Frank Baum



Contents

| O LU I - PP OPPPTPPPRE 3
L BUIZE ettt ettt et e et e e e e e e bbb e et e e e e e e e het et e e e e e e rbae e e e e e e e e nrrreeeeeeeaaaan 3
D B T @ o 11 o I i d o T o T = PSPPI 4
T I o 1 o (o] o 1 o TSNS SPRURRROE 8
I T U1 ORI 10
5. The Master WOOUSIMAN .....coiiiiiiiiieiieeiiee et steesite e st e ssbeeesateesbeeesabeessbaesssteessbaeessseesssessnseessnsensnns 13
6. Claus DiSCOVEIS HUM@NITY...cciciiieiiiiiieeeeiiieeecittee ettt e et e e eee e e s ta e e e s sabae e e esabseeeesasseeesnnseeeesnnsseeeens 15
7. Claus LEAVES The FOIESE ....uiiiiiiiiiieeiiee et et st e ette e st e et e e sate e sbeeesaeeebeesssteessbeeesaseesnseesnseeesnsensnns 18
Y AN 1 [ 1 1 5 PSPPSRt 21
1. The LAUZNING VallEY ...eveiiiiieee ettt e e e e e et e e e s bae e e e sabeeeeesabaeeesnasenas 21
2. HOowW Claus Made the FIrSt TOY ...occuiiieiciiiee et e ettt e ettt e e ette e e e ette e e e e tae e e e eataeeeentaeeesntaeeesntaeeesnnes 25
3. HOW the RylS Colored the TOYS...cccciiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e et e e e sabae e e esabaeesenasreeeeas 29
4. How Little Mayrie Became Frightened ..........cocuiiiiiiiiiii ittt ettt e e a e e 35
5. How Bessie Blithesome Came to the Laughing Valley..........ccuuiiieiiii i 39
6. The Wickedness Of the AWEWAS .......uiiiiiiiiiiciiie ettt et e e e e e s e sabse e e esnbaeesennseeaens 44
7. The Great Battle Between Good and EVil ..........coivciiiiiiiiiiiiciiie et e e e esree e 49
8. The First Journey With the REINAEEN.........oiiiiiiiiiicie e e e e aree e 54
9. MSANTA ClaUS!" ..ttt ettt e s e st e s it e s et e s be e s bt e e bbeesba e e sabeesbeesaateesabaeenn 61
10. CRFISTMAS EVE «.eeiiieiieeiie ettt ettt ettt ettt et s it e sttt e sabeesabeesbbeesabaeesabeesaseesanteesaseenn 63
11. How the First Stockings Were Hung by the Chimneys .........cccvieeiiiie e e 69
I N TN ST A O oV g T T I = USRS 73
L0 I 1 Y PPN 76
1. The Mantle of IMMOITAlitY ....coociiei e e e e e e re e e e bee e e e bee e e e eaneeas 76
2. When the WOorld GreW Ol .......c..eoiiiiiiiieiee ittt ettt sttt sire e st esiteesabeesbaeesateesabeeesanes 82
3. The Deputies Of SANTA CIAUS ......ccoiciiii e e e e s e e s sbb e e e esabaeeeesnreeeeas 85



YOUTH

1. Burzee

Have you heard of the great Forest of Burzee? Nurse used to sing of it when I
was a child. She sang of the big tree-trunks, standing close together, with
their roots intertwining below the earth and their branches intertwining above
it; of their rough coating of bark and queer, gnarled limbs; of the bushy foliage
that roofed the entire forest, save where the sunbeams found a path through
which to touch the ground in little spots and to cast weird and curious
shadows over the mosses, the lichens and the drifts of dried leaves.

The Forest of Burzee is mighty and grand and awesome to those who steal
beneath its shade. Coming from the sunlit meadows into its mazes it seems
at first gloomy, then pleasant, and afterward filled with never-ending delights.

For hundreds of years it has flourished in all its magnificence, the silence of
its inclosure unbroken save by the chirp of busy chipmunks, the growl of wild
beasts and the songs of birds.

Yet Burzee has its inhabitants--for all this. Nature peopled it in the beginning
with Fairies, Knooks, Ryls and Nymphs. As long as the Forest stands it will be
a home, a refuge and a playground to these sweet immortals, who revel
undisturbed in its depths.

Civilization has never yet reached Burzee. Will it ever, I wonder?



