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Notes to the Prologue to Chaucer's Tale of Sir Thopas 

 
1. This prologue is interesting, for the picture which it gives of Chaucer 

himself; riding apart from and indifferent to the rest of the pilgrims, with 

eyes fixed on the ground, and an "elvish", morose, or rather self-absorbed 

air; portly, if not actually stout, in body; and evidently a man out of the 

common, as the closing words of the Host imply. 

 
2. Referring to the poet's corpulency. 


