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Notes to the Prologue to Chaucer's Tale of Meliboeus. 

 
1. Chaucer crowns the satire on the romanticists by making the very 

landlord of the Tabard cry out in indignant disgust against the stuff which 

he had heard recited -- the good Host ascribing to sheer ignorance the string 

of pompous platitudes and prosaic details which Chaucer had uttered. 

 
2. Drafty: worthless, vile; no better than draff or dregs; from the Anglo- 

Saxon, "drifan" to drive away, expel. 


