Notes to the Prologue to the Parson's Tale

1. Rom, ram, ruf: a contemptuous reference to the alliterative poetry which
was at that time very popular, in preference even, it would seem, to rhyme,
in the northern parts of the country, where the language was much more
barbarous and unpolished than in the south.

2. Perfect glorious pilgrimage: the word is used here to signify the shrine, or
destination, to which pilgrimage is made.

442



