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Notes to L'Envoy of Chaucer to Bukton. 

 
1. Tyrwhitt, founding on the reference to the Wife of Bath, places this 

among Chaucer's latest compositions; and states that one Peter de Bukton 

held the office of king's escheator for Yorkshire in 1397. In some of the old 

editions, the verses were made the Envoy to the Book of the Duchess 

Blanche -- in very bad taste, when we consider that the object of that poem 

was to console John of Gaunt under the loss of his wife. 

 
2. "But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than 

to burn." 1 Cor. vii. 9 

 
3. Lever to be taken in Frise: better to be taken prisoner in Friesland -- 

where probably some conflict was raging at the time. 


