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THE CENTRAL LABOUR BUREAU 

 

 

 

This Bureau is established in the Social Headquarters at Whitechapel, 

a large building acquired as long ago as 1878. Here is to be seen the 

room in which General Booth used to hold some of his first prayer 

meetings, and a little chamber where he took counsel with those 

Officers who were the fathers of the Army. Also there is a place where 

he could sit unseen and listen to the preaching of his subordinates, 

so that he might judge of their ability. 

 

The large hall is now part of yet another Shelter, which contains 232 

beds and bunks. I inspected this place, but as it differs in no 

important detail from others, I will not describe it. 

 

The Officer who is in charge of the Labour Bureau informed me that 

hundreds of men apply there for work every week, of whom a great many 

are sent into the various Elevators and Shelters. The Army finds it 

extremely difficult to procure outside employment for these men, for 

the simple reason that there is very little available. Moreover, now 

that the Government Labour Bureaux are open, this trouble is not 

lessened. Of these Bureaux, the Manager said that they are most 

useful, but fail to find employment for many who apply to them. 

Indeed, numbers of men come on from them to the Salvation Army. 
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The hard fact is that there are more idle hands than there is work for 

them to do, even where honest and capable folk are concerned. Thus, in 

the majority of instances, the Army is obliged to rely upon its own 

Institutions and the Hadleigh Land Colony to provide some sort of job 

for out-of-works. Of course, of such jobs there are not enough to go 

round, so many poor folk must be sent empty away or supported by 

charity. 

 

I suggested that it might be worth while to establish a school of 

chauffeurs, and the Officers present said that they would consider the 

matter. Unfortunately, however, such an experiment must be costly at 

the present price of motor-vehicles. 

 

I annex the Labour Bureau Statistics for May, 1910:-- 

 

     LONDON 

 

          Applicants for temporary employment  479 

          Sent to temporary employment         183 

          Applicants for Elevators             864 

          Sent to Elevators                    260 

          Sent to Shelters                      32 
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    PROVINCES 

 

          Applicants for temporary employment  461 

          Sent to temporary employment         160 

          Applicants for Elevators             417 

          Sent to Elevators                    202 

          Sent to Shelters                      20 

          Sent to permanent situations          35 

 

 

 


