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face, and loathes her and his own sin, and himself.  Pale as the white 

satin of his doublet, the melancholy king watches with dreamy treacherous 

eyes too loyal Strafford pass forth to his doom, and Andrea shudders as 

he hears the cousins whistle in the garden, and bids his perfect wife go 

down.  Yes, Browning was great.  And as what will he be remembered?  As a 

poet?  Ah, not as a poet!  He will be remembered as a writer of fiction, 

as the most supreme writer of fiction, it may be, that we have ever had. 

His sense of dramatic situation was unrivalled, and, if he could not 

answer his own problems, he could at least put problems forth, and what 

more should an artist do?  Considered from the point of view of a creator 

of character he ranks next to him who made Hamlet.  Had he been 

articulate, he might have sat beside him.  The only man who can touch the 

hem of his garment is George Meredith.  Meredith is a prose Browning, and 

so is Browning. He used poetry as a medium for writing in prose.--The 

Critic as Artist. 

 

 

 

 

THE TWO SUPREME AND HIGHEST ARTS 

 

 

Life and Literature, life and the perfect expression of life.  The 

principles of the former, as laid down by the Greeks, we may not realise 

in an age so marred by false ideals as our own.  The principles of the 

latter, as they laid them down, are, in many cases, so subtle that we can 
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hardly understand them.  Recognising that the most perfect art is that 

which most fully mirrors man in all his infinite variety, they elaborated 

the criticism of language, considered in the light of the mere material 

of that art, to a point to which we, with our accentual system of 

reasonable or emotional emphasis, can barely if at all attain; studying, 

for instance, the metrical movements of a prose as scientifically as a 

modern musician studies harmony and counterpoint, and, I need hardly say, 

with much keener aesthetic instinct.  In this they were right, as they 

were right in all things.  Since the introduction of printing, and the 

fatal development of the habit of reading amongst the middle and lower 

classes of this country, there has been a tendency in literature to 

appeal more and more to the eye, and less and less to the ear which is 

really the sense which, from the standpoint of pure art, it should seek 

to please, and by whose canons of pleasure it should abide always.  Even 

the work of Mr. Pater, who is, on the whole, the most perfect master of 

English prose now creating amongst us, is often far more like a piece of 

mosaic than a passage in music, and seems, here and there, to lack the 

true rhythmical life of words and the fine freedom and richness of effect 

that such rhythmical life produces.  We, in fact, have made writing a 

definite mode of composition, and have treated it as a form of elaborate 

design.  The Greeks, upon the other hand, regarded writing simply as a 

method of chronicling.  Their test was always the spoken word in its 

musical and metrical relations.  The voice was the medium, and the ear 

the critic.  I have sometimes thought that the story of Homer's blindness 

might be really an artistic myth, created in critical days, and serving 

to remind us, not merely that the great poet is always a seer, seeing 
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less with the eyes of the body than he does with the eyes of the soul, 

but that he is a true singer also, building his song out of music, 

repeating each line over and over again to himself till he has caught the 

secret of its melody, chaunting in darkness the words that are winged 

with light.  Certainly, whether this be so or not, it was to his 

blindness, as an occasion, if not as a cause, that England's great poet 

owed much of the majestic movement and sonorous splendour of his later 

verse.  When Milton could no longer write he began to sing.--The Critic 

as Artist. 

 

 

 

 

THE SECRETS OF IMMORTALITY 

 

 

On the mouldering citadel of Troy lies the lizard like a thing of green 

bronze.  The owl has built her nest in the palace of Priam.  Over the 

empty plain wander shepherd and goatherd with their flocks, and where, on 

the wine-surfaced, oily sea, [Greek text], as Homer calls it, 

copper-prowed and streaked with vermilion, the great galleys of the 

Danaoi came in their gleaming crescent, the lonely tunny-fisher sits in 

his little boat and watches the bobbing corks of his net.  Yet, every 

morning the doors of the city are thrown open, and on foot, or in horse- 

drawn chariot, the warriors go forth to battle, and mock their enemies 

from behind their iron masks.  All day long the fight rages, and when 


